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BALLADE

Ballade is an especially beautiful and lush
original piece that combines the intimacy of
chamber music with the strength of a string
orchestra. Soaring melodic lines over
romantic-style harmonies will bring your
players and audience to new heights. The
work employs four distinct thematic elements.
Expressive playing is required throughout.
Ballade is written for advancing ensembles,
with expanded use of rhythms, ranges and
keys, but technical demands are still carefully
considered. Viola T.C. and optional piano
reduction are included.
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Lauren has devoted many years of his career
supporting and publishing composers and
songwriters. Over the course of four decades,
he has occupied top executive positions in the
music publishing industry and is the creator
and co-founder of “Music in Our Schools,” the
national celebration of music in American
schools.
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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Lauren Keiser is a composer, arranger, editor,
and music publisher whose works have been
performed in America, the Far East and
Europe.
He studied privately with Elie
Siegmeister, Isaac Nemiroff, Harold Gilmore,
and Krzysztof Penderecki. His bestselling
string orchestra arrangements for middle and
high schools are on many state adoption lists.

Adoration (SO116C)

O R C H E S T R A

FULL SCORE

Lauren Keiser

Ballade
for Strings

INSTRUMENTATION
1-FULL SCORE
8-VIOLIN I
8-VIOLIN II
2-VIOLIN III
(Viola Treble Clef)
5-VIOLA
5-CELLO
5-BASS
1-PIANO
(for rehearsal only)

Grade 3
Duration:
Approx. 5 Minutes
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About the Composition
Ballade for Strings (pronounced bah~lahd) is about the journey to and the arrival on the ultimate tonic key of
D major at the very end of the piece, but not before. The work employs four distinct thematic elements (four
phrases), starting in the relative minor and gravitating to the subdominant in m. 28. It then changes to ¾ time
where the first theme returns in B minor above a steady pizzicato accompaniment concluding at m. 46 in an
augmentation of the second theme's "B" section. The third and fourth elements return, hinting at the home key
at m. 52 where the work begins the final journey to its resolution in D major.
Expressive playing is required throughout. The più mosso is slightly faster than the opening tempo, which is

marked Molto adagio. However, the metronome marking in the beginning (

= 52), is definitely Largo

and should be played slowly throughout. Observe the dynamic markings and be sure that the crescendos are
evenly distributed over time. The inner voices are essential parts of the work's composition and should not be
faint or withdrawn.
String Editing by Amy Rosen

About the Composer
Lauren Keiser is a composer, arranger, editor, and music publisher whose works
have been performed in America, the Far East and Europe. He studied privately
with Elie Siegmeister, Isaac Nemiroff, Harold Gilmore, and Krzysztof Penderecki.
His bestselling string orchestra arrangements for middle and high schools are on
many state adoption lists.

Lauren has devoted many years of his career supporting and publishing composers
and songwriters. He has worked with famous “pop” musicians, publishing and editing hundreds of their
printed music editions. His publishing work with modern “classical” composers include several Pulitzer Prize
winners. Over the course of four decades, he has occupied top executive positions in the music publishing
industry and has served as Vice Chairman of the International Confederation of Music Publishers and
President of the Music Publishers Association of the USA. Presently, he sits on the ASCAP Symphonic and
Concert Music Committee and the National Music Council Board. He is the creator and co-founder of “Music
in Our Schools,” the national celebration of music in American schools.
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